House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear 

Need for a national strategy to tackle liver disease

I am writing to you to ask for your help in calling for the Government to take action on liver disease, following the Department of Health’s clinical service review.

My experience of liver disease shows just how vital it is for action that will protect other people from contracting avoidable liver diseases, and that will help others get the specialist treatment and care they need. Only a national strategy will ensure that this complex condition is managed appropriately across the country.

[Insert more detail about your experiences, what it is like to live with liver disease and any problems you had in accessing good services on the NHS for diagnosis, treatment and care. This is difficult, but please try to keep this section to just 200 words.]

[Insert a paragraph here of any changes you would like to see the government make at a national level. You might want to pick one or two of the following: better information about viral hepatitis, more action on the health harms from alcohol, incentives to encourage GPs to identify liver disease in its early stages, action to ensure patients are referred on from their GPs to specialists who can manage their care, better clinical networks so that all patients across the country can have good access to specialist care. Again, please try to keep this section brief, of no more than 100 words.]
Liver disease is the fifth largest cause of death in the UK and the only one of the five ‘big killers’ that are on the rise. The UK is also the only developed country where liver disease is increasing. It is also the only big killer disease where there is still no government action plan to help the NHS tackle the problem and prevent avoidable deaths.

The Government is considering whether a national strategy to tackle liver disease would be of use. Please contact the Secretary of State for Health to support our calls for action on this.

Yours sincerely,

